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centre-piece being a diamond-studded sheet of Gujarat brocade*
He also presented to the community kitchen a giant-size copper
degh in which pulao could be cooked for two thousand five
hundred persons at one time. Akbar's reverence for and faith in
the spiritual powers of the Chishti were deep-rooted. For seven-
teen years, he attended the annual urs at Ajmer without a break.
Sometimes he went on pilgrimage to the shrine twice or thrice a
year. Jt was not till he shifted his capital to the distant Lahore
that his ardour flagged, but to the end of his days he never uttered
the name of the saint without bowing his head in submission.
Like his ancestors, Akbar believed that the affairs of the world
were influenced by the spiritual power of the living and dead men
of God. To propitiate them was, according to him, obligatory on
all those aspiring for a nook in the heaven.
Akbar reached Sikri on 2 June 1573. A week later, Hussain
Quli Khan brought in nearly five hundred prisoners-of-war,
.among whom was Masud Hussain Mirza. Masud's eyes were sew-
-ed up, but the Emperor ordered the stitches to be removed, and
.gave his errant uncle a short lecture on the virtues of loyalty:
Our ancestors underwent great hardships to found and consoli-
date an empire away from their homes in Central Asia. They
were not motivated by considerations of narrow self-interest;
a burning desire to bring lustre to the house of Timur sustained
them through thick and thin. The loyalty of their generals
was perhaps their biggest weapon. But for this espirit de corps,
they could not have succeeded in defeating the vastly superior
armies which blocked their passage to Delhi. Disloyalty is a
failing that God never forgives. I am prepared to forget your
misdeeds, but your conscience will never condone them. Sin is
man's worst enemy. Heed my words: the guilty wilt under the
weight of their own wrong.
The other captives, according to Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad, were
-covered with the skins of hogs, asses and dogs; of these the ring-
leaders died by the hand of the hangman, and the rest, including
."Masud, were pardoned.
On the same day, the head of Ibrahim Mirza was brought to
.Akbar from Multan, Saiyed Khan having had it cut off for the
purpose. Akbar was pleased to receive this war trophy, and